Lesson 17

New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia
(Sunday closest to January 25/ February 7)

After the October revolution of 1917, the Russian
Orthodox Church suffered one of the greatest persecutions
in the history of Christianity. A ruthless power fook over
the country and turned it against Christ and His Church.
During a few decades, more Christians in Russia were
killed than in the first three centuries of Christianity in the
Roman Empire. Many thousands of clergymen, monks,
nuns, and laypeople were martyred for their faith. We will
never know all the names of the victims and their exact

numbers.

The wave of repressions started soon after the
revolution. On January 25th, 1918, Vladimir, Metropolitan of Kiev, the oldest archbishop of the
Church, was killed. In the same year, the Cheka executed over 3,000 Orthodox clergymen. Many
of them were drowned in ice-holes or covered with cold water until they froze to death. Thousands
of Orthodox Christians were sent to the concentration camp Solovki, a former monastery on the
islands in the White Sea. Eight metropolitans, twenty archbishops and forty-seven bishops died
there.

One of the places of mass killings was Butovo Field near Moscow, when in 1938 alone, over
twenty thousand Orthodox people met their death.

Thousands of churches were destroyed; monasteries and seminaries were closed.

In the period between 1927 and 1940, the number of the churches fell from around 60
thousand to less than 500. Many icons and sacred church objects were lost, destroyed or stolen.
The government did not allow construction of new churches.

Countless numbers of innocent believers died in prison, concentration camps and mental
hospitals.

The date of commemoration of the new martyrs was first set by the Russian Orthodox Church
Abroad in 1981.

Holy new martyrs and confessors, pray to God for us!

CioBaps K TekcTy

confessor, n. [kon'feso'] ucmoBeqHUK

persecution, n. [ pa:si’kju: fon] mpecienoBanue, TOHCHHE
take over 3axBaThIBaTh

clergymen, n. [ 'klo:d31 mon] cBsimeHHUKH, TyXOBHBIC JTUIIA
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laypeople, n. ['le1 pr:pl] Mupsiae
victim, n. [ viktom] >kepTBa

execute, v. [ ek sik ju:t] xa3HUTH
sacred, adj. ['seikrid] cBsEeHHBIN
innocent, adj. ['1no sont] HEBUHHBIN
set, v. yCTaHaBJIMBaTh

Exercises
A. HaiiguTe B TeKCTE SKBUBAJIEHTHI CICAYIOIIUM CIOBOCOYETAHUSIM.
l. HOBOMYYEHHKHU U UCIOBEIHUKU
OecriomraaHas (0e3KanocTHas) BIACTh
MpeTepriesii My4eHU4eCTBO 32 BEPY
BOJIHA PENpeCcCHil
crapeuiunii apxuenuckorn Lepksu
MIPABOCJIABHBIC CBSIICHHOCTYKUTENN
CBSIIIICHHBIE LIEPKOBHBIE TPEAMETHI

HECYETHOE YHCIIO

> 2o kWD

yctaHoBieH Pycckoit 3apybexxnoi [IpaBociaBHoit LlepkoBbio

B. IlpousHecuTe HECKOIBKO pa3 BCIYX 33 YUUTEIEM.

healer (ienurens) 'hr: 19]

equal-to the-apostles rkwol to 01: o'po slz]

martyr [ 'ma:to]
great-martyr [ grert ‘'ma:to]
confessor [kon'fe sor]
prophet (Ipopok) [ 'pro fot]
enlightener [1n'lart no]
apostle [o'posl]
venerable ['veno robl]
['h
[
blessed [ 'ble sid]
unmercenary [An 'ma: son r1]
(6eccpebpeHuK)

C. 3akoHunTE NPEIIOKEHMUS.
1. A martyris....
2. Venerableis ....
3. Aconfessoris....
4. A fool-for-Christ is ....
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A prophet (mpopox) is ....
Enlightener is ....
A wonderworker is ....
An apostle is ....
Unmercenary is ....
.. aname for a saint who brought the faith to people or a region.
.. a saint who performed miracles.
.. aword used to describe monastic saints.
.. a person who died for his (or her) faith.
.. a person known for his (or her) holy insanity.
.. one of Christ’s first disciples.
.. a name for a saint who did not accept money for his (or her) holy deeds.
.. someone who suffers for his (or her) faith.

.. chosen by God to tell people His message.

D. 3anummre nosHele Ha3BaHUs YTOAHUKOB boxkuux.

B anrnumiickoM si3bIke Ha3BaHUE CBATOTO UEIOBEKa IMUILIETCS C 3arjiaBHONW OYKBBI, €CIIM OHO
MIPUCOEIMHEHO HETIOCPEICTBEHHO K UMEHU (CTOUT MEepe] UMEHEM HIIM Cpasy ke CIEIYET 3a HUM).

CpaBHure:

Saint Great-Martyr George; Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker u

Saint George was a great-martyr.

1.

2.

and Panteleimon

Daniel of the Old Testament

Saint Nina the of Georgia

s Vera, Nadezhda and Lubov and their mother Sophia

Saint Andrew

Saint Nicholas, the of Myra

Blessed Basil (Vasily) of Moscow,

Saint Maximus the

Sergius of Radonezh
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E. IlepeBenute ciemyromue CJIOBOCOUYETAHUS, YEPEAYS AHTIIMMUCKHH SI3bIK C

PYCCKUM.

How do you say in English ..? How do you say in Russian ..?
CBSILLICHHUKHU U MUPSIHE martyred for their faith
CBSIIICHHAS HKOHA innocent believers

JKEPTBBI TOHEHUH laypeople

HEBUHHBIC KEPTBBI suffer great persecutions
CBSITHIC UCITOBETHUKHU victims of a ruthless power
HOBOMYYCHHUKH sacred church books

F. Grammar Practice
[lepenemnaiite npeaJIOKEHNs, 3aMEHUB ACCUBHBIN 3aJI0T HA aKTHUBHBIN.
Obpasey.
Israel and Judea were taxed by the Roman emperors.

The Roman Emperors taxed Israel and Judea.

1. All the rooms in the inn were taken by people who came for the enrollment.

2. The cave was used by shepherds for keeping sheep.

3. The wise men were questioned by Herod about the birthplace of Christ.
4.  He was blessed by his mother.

5. The saint was healed by the Most-Holy Virgin Mary.

6. People were greeted by Venerable Seraphim with the words, “My joy!”

7. Saint Seraphim of Sarov was canonized by the Church in 1903.

/*g =%, G. Ilpounraite nurary u3 Kuuru IIpurueii ConoMOHOBBIX BCIyX, BCIE 3a
’ @ yuureneMm. Haiipure e€ B Knure I[Iputueil Ha pycCKOM SI3BIKE.

Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets understanding,
for the gain from it is better than gain from silver and it’s profit better than gold.
Proverbs 3:13-14
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Homework
A. IlpounTaiiTe MO TPaHCKPUIILUH.
lawyer ['lo:jor] 3akoHHHK Jericho ['dze r1ko] Samaritan [so'me r1 ton]
neighbour ['nerbo’] OnmxHMI Levite ['li: vart]

B. Ilpouwuraiite TexcT. [IpennmoxeHusi, BBIACICHHBIE KypCUBOM, UTUPYIOTCS U3 EBanrenus ot
JIykm (10:30-37). Haiinute ux B pycckoM Tekcte EBanrenus.

The Good Samaritan

Once, Jesus was talking with a lawyer who asked
Him, “Who is my neighbour?” Jesus told him a parable

about a Good Samaritan.

A man was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho.

He was robbed, beaten and left to die on the road. Two

people — a priest and a Levite — passed by, but neither of
them stopped to help. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was; and when he saw him, he had
compassion, and went to him and bound up his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own
beast and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
(Luke 10:33-34)

The Good Samaritan did not stop at that. The next day, he gave money to the inn keeper and

asked him to take care of the wounded man. “Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, [
will repay you when I come back.” (10:35)
After Jesus finished, He asked the lawyer which of these three people was a true neighbour to

’

the man. The lawyer answered, “The one who showed mercy on him.’

And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” (10:37)
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C. CocraBbTe NpeUI0KEHHUSL.

1.  told|a Good Samaritan | about | Jesus | a parable

2.  the man | passed by | travelers | two

3. did | stop | they | to help | not

4.  money | to | the Samaritan | the inn keeper | gave

D. IloaroroBrTe KpaTkuii nepeckas Tekcra. Llurarsl u3 EBaHrenus nepeckaxure CBOUMH CIIOBAMH.

E. Haiinure B Tekcte (B mutare u3 EBanrenus) cioBo, 00pa3oBaHHOE C MTOMOIIbIO KOHBEPCHUH, U
MOTYEPKHUTE €TO.

F. BblyunTe Hau3ycTh LUTATy U3 ypOKa.
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