Lesson 4

Venerable Sergius of Radonezh

(September 25/October 8)
(11392)

Sergius of Radonezh, “the Abbot of the Russian Land,” is one
of our most beloved saints. His life is an example of great humility,
love for God and service to people.

Saint Sergius was born Bartholomew to a devout couple. In his
childhood Bartholomew was different from other boys. He was very
quiet and thoughtful, and spent most of his time praying and fasting.
Bartholomew from an early age knew that he would become a monk.

He took care of his old parents until they died, then gave all his

possessions to his younger brother, and left home. Bartholomew
looked for a place where he could be alone and pray.

Far from Radonezh, in the forest, the young man found the place that would become his home.
On a hill, he built a Aut and a church of the Holy Trinity. In 1342 Bartholomew took monastic
vows and was given the name Sergius.

For many years Saint Sergius lived alone. He experienced much hardship: hunger and want
in everything. Very often, wild animals wandered to his hut, and Sergius shared his last piece of
bread with them. Constant prayer and hard work helped him survive. Later, other monks came,
built their huts and settled there. They asked Sergius to become the abbot of their monastery.
Although an abbot, Venerable Sergius worked as a simple monk: he baked bread, made shoes and
clothes, carried water, grew a garden and chopped wood.

For his faith in God and love for people, the Lord gave Sergius the gift of working wonders.
The saint healed people and brought a dead boy back to life. Once, the Most-Holy Virgin, together
with the apostles Peter and John, visited Sergius in the church when he was praying.

People heard about the miracles of Saint Sergius and often came to him for advice and prayer.
Prince Dmitry received a blessing from Venerable Sergius before the battle on the Don River. In
the most difficult times for Rus, the saint came to help.

Venerable Sergius continues praying for us now, and will always be our holy helper and

protector. Our Church commemorates Holy and Venerable Sergius on October 8th (new calendar).

Bartholomew [ba: ‘02 lom ju:]
CiioBappb K TEeKCTy

venerable, adj. [ venoraobl] mpenomoOHBIH
abbot, n. ['xbot] urymen
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humility, #n. [hju'milsti] cmupenue
fast, v. [fa:st] mocroBaTh, MOCTUTHCS
hut, n. [hat] xmwkuna

want, n. HyXx1a

wander, v. ['wondo"] 6poauTh

share, v. [[eo'] memuThcs

survive, v. [so'varv] BBIKHBATh, BEDKHUTH
settle, v. ['setl] cemuthcs, mocensAThbCs

gift of working wonders ['wa: kiy ‘'wanda's] map uynmorBopua

wonderworker, n. ['wandor ‘'wo: ko] gynorBopert
the Most-Holy Virgin ['va:d3mn] Ilpecsras /leBa

Exercises

A. HaiiguTe B TeKCTE SKBUBAJIEHTHI CICAYIOIMIUM CJIOBOCOYETAHUSIM.

1.

A AN G

._
e

11.
12.

B. OtBeThTe Ha BOMPOCHI IO TEKCTY, UCMOIB3YsI CJI0BA B CKOOKaX.

l.
2.

UT'yMEH 3eMiH Pycckoi

BEJINKOE CMUPEHUE

OarodectrBas 4eTa

CITOKOMHBIN M BIyMYHMBBIN
MIPOBOJIUII BPEMSI B ITIOCTE ¥ MOJIUTBE
HYXJIa BO BCEM

HeTpepbIBHASI MOJIUTBA

CTaTh HACTOSITEIIEM MOHACTHIPS

Jap 4yaoTBOpIa

IMPUXOAHIIN K HEMY 3a COBCTOM U MOJIMTBOH

NoJTy4uJ1 6J1arocaoBeHue ot npenogooHoro Ceprus

HaIll CBITOU IIOMOIIIHUK U ITOKPOBUTEIIb

How was Bartholomew different from other boys?

What did Bartholomew do before he left life in
the world?

What happened in 13427

What can you say about the life of Saint Sergius
in the forest?

What kind of work did Abbot Sergius do?
Why did people come to see Saint Sergius?

When did Prince Dmitry come to see Venerable
Sergius? Why?

What miracle once happened when Venerable
Sergius prayed?

Why do we love Sergius of Radonezh so much?
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(quiet and thoughtful)

(took care)

(monastic vows)

(hardship, want)

(baked, grew, chopped)
(prayer, healing)
(before the battle, blessing)

(the Most-Holy Virgin)

(humility, faith)
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C. Grammar Practice
CocraBbTe MpeIOKEHNS TAKUM 00pa30M, YTOOBI OHU OBLTH TPaMMaTHYECKH
MpaBUJIILHBIMU U COOTBCTCTBOBAJIU TCKCTY.

Venerable Sergius was built on a hill in the forest.
built a hut in the forest.
spent time praying and fasting.
healed the gift of working wonders.
A church of the Holy ) ) )
Trinity was given Prince Dmitry before the battle
on the Don River.
gave
the Abbot of the Russian land.
were healed by
about the miracles of Father
is called Sergius.
Many people .
was built by many people who were ill.
heard Saint Sergius.

g D. Bnummre B KpocCBOp CJI0OBA, KOTOPHIE OJAOMUAYT 110 CMBICIIY B CIEAYIOLINX
: MIPEIIOKEHUSX.
9y

monk, delay, worship, prayer, settle, wander

1. Early Christians refused to idols and pagan gods, very

often at the cost of their lives.

2. When Bartholomew was very young, he already knew he would become a

3. Many people who heard about Sergius came to the forest, built their huts and

d there.

4.  The forest was full of wild animals. Very often they ed to

the hut of Saint Sergius.
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5. Our faith in the Lord and heartfelt (cepneunas, uckpenssis)

can do miracles.

6.  When the time came to protect Rus, Prince Alexander acted without

E. Word-Building

Cydduxkcel -er, -or 100aBISIOTCS K TJIArojy U 00pa3yroT CYIIECTBUTEIbHBIC CO 3HAYCHUEM
«UCTIOJIHUTENH IEUCTBUS): follower — nocredosamens, thinker — mviciumens.

-en 00pa3yeT riaroJibl OT IpUiaraTelbHbIX: Whiten — beaums, ombenusamo, harden —
3ameepoenv

—ship — cyddukc cymectBurenproro. OH npumaér cIoBy 3HaYCHHE 00JIaJaHHUST HABBIKOM FTH
MIPUHAIICKHOCTH K ONPENIENEHHON TpyIne: crafismanship — macmepcmeo, membership —
Y1eHCcme0, a TAK)KE UCTIONB3YETCS JUIsl BRIPAXKEHUS aOCTPAKTHBIX MOHATUM: friendship, hardship.
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[TepeBenuTe cieqyronye cioBa U 0OBSICHUTE, OT KAKUX OCHOB OHU 00Pa30BaICh.

Maker brighten leadership
believer darken professorship
wonderworker quicken citizenship
protector deepen relationship
defender sadden authorship
? O:? ) F. Ipouwnraiite uurary u3 Ilepsoro Ilocnanus Kopundsuam cB. anocrona

%%
3 @ [TaBna Bcoyx, Benen 3a yunreneM. Halinute e€ B bubauu Ha pyccKOM sI3BIKE.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13:7

Homework

A. Tlpoutute cneayronue ciioBa 1 COOCTBEHHbIE UMEHA MO TPAHCKPHIILIHH.

Israel [ '1zreil] Gideon ['gr dion] Midianites ['m1 dionarts]
judge [d3ad3] cymes dew [dju:] poca bowl [boul] wama
wring [ri] BBDKUMATh Israelites ['1z ro larts]

B. Ilpouurtaiite Tekct. [Ipemioxenus, BeieIeHHBIE KYpCHBOM, UTHpYIOoTCs 3 Kauru Cyneit (.
6 n 7) Berxoro 3aBera. Haiinure ux B pycckoM Tekcre Berxoro 3asera.
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Judge Gideon

For a long time Israel did not have kings. Judges ruled the people, protected them from
enemies and made laws. Gideon was one of the judges.

Gideon thought he was weak and did not believe that he would be able to save Israel from the
Midianites. And the Lord said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall smite the Midianites as
one man.” (6:16) The Lord commanded Gideon first to destroy all the idols the Israelites had and
then gather an army against their enemies.

Before the battle, Gideon asked God to give him a sign that the men of Israel would win. He
asked God to make a fleece of wool wet while (B To Bpems kak) everything else on the ground
stayed dry. When he rose early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew from
the fleece to fill a bowl with water. (6:38) Gideon asked for another sign: to make the ground wet
while the fleece stayed dry. And God did so that night; for it was dry on the fleece only, and on all
the ground there was dew (poca). (6:40)

God wanted to teach His people to trust
Him. He told Gideon to let (pa3pemmrts) all the
soldiers who were afraid to return home.
Gideon tested them; twenty-two thousand
returned, and ten thousand remained. But even
this number was too large. The Lord
commanded Gideon to take his army to the
water and watch (nabmogats) how the men
drink. Most soldiers drank directly from the
river. Only three hundred men drank from their

hands. The Lord told Gideon that with three = A "Hnd iTwas so:for he
e " tode up carly om tHe
morrow; and thrast i
- flecce 16gcRer, an@d wringded |
s . -  THe Bew outof TF]':, fllt,:.c.:,i
army of the Midianites. ro A, : abowl full of wattn. |

hundred soldiers he would defeat the huge

Everything happened as the Lord said,

and Israel was saved.

C. 1. Yro ob6o3Hauaer rinaroy wring? BeInuimmTe U3 cioBaps TpU €ro Gopmsl.

2. Haiinure B TeKCTe CHHOHUM TJ1aroiy wring U BeIUALINTE €ro. Kakoil u3 ABYX IJ1arojioB-
CMHOHHMMOB IPaBUJIbHBIN?

-29.



Lesson 4

D. BriGepute u3 cnucka HEMPaBUIbHBIE IJIar0JIbl U 3aMUIINTE UX OCHOBHBIE (POPMBIL.

have, rule, protect, make, think, believe, save, command, destroy,

give, win, fill, ask, do, watch, drink, tell, defeat, happen

I Save Sond Sond

E. UYemy Hac yuut ucropus cyapu ['eneona? Hanmummre mo-aHTMIMHACKU OTHUM-ABYMS
IpeMIoKEHUAMHU. VICronb3yiiTe B CBOEM OTBETE CIIOBO frust.

F. BblyunTe Hau3ycTh IUTATy U3 ypOKa.
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