Lesson 9

Great-Martyr Demetrios of Thessaloniki

(October 26/November 7)
(1306)

Holy Great-Martyr and Myrrh-Streamer Demetrios of Thessaloniki*
is greatly loved and respected in the Orthodox world. He was regarded
as a saint martyr soon after his death. When Kiev Rus converted to
Christianity, Holy Demetrios became one of the first beloved saints of the
Russians.

Demetrios lived at the time when most of the world was pagan. His
parents were secret Christians who raised their son in the Christian faith.

His father was a nobleman in a high military position. The family lived in

Macedonia, one of the provinces of the Roman Empire. After the death
of his father, Demetrios became the ruler of the region. Thessaloniki was the capital. The Roman
Emperor Maximian ordered Demetrios to protect the province from enemies and kill Christians.
Instead of following the Emperor’s orders, Demetrios preached the word of Jesus. With his help,
many pagans converted to Christianity.

Demetrios, knowing that he would soon die for his faith, gave all his possessions to the
poor.** When the Emperor learned that Demetrios was a Christian, he threw him into prison.
Maximian at that time was celebrating his military victories with pagan games and gladiators’
combat. Many Christians met their death in the arena where they were sent to fight gladiators.

Before fighting the gladiators, a young Christian named Nestor came to see Demetrios in
prison and asked him for his blessing. Nestor was small and weak, but, against all odds, won a
battle with a giant champion.

The enraged emperor ordered that Nestor be beheaded. Holy Demetrios was killed by spears
in prison. The Christians secretly buried the two martyrs.

In the seventh century fragrant myrrh started streaming from the tomb of Saint Demetrios.
Many times after his death, the holy martyr saved his city from invaders. He is regarded as the
protector of the Motherland. Demetrios of Thessaloniki was a favourite saint of the Russian holy

heroes, Alexander Nevsky and Dmitry Donskoi.

* B aHITIMICKOM sI3BIKE €CTh JIBa BapHaHTa Hanmucanus Ha3zBaHus ropoja Coxyns — Thessaloniki n
Thessalonica.

** the poor — 6exgnbie, Oequsiku. [IpunararensHoe, KOTJA YIIOTPEOISIETCS ¢ ONpeaeIEHHBIM
apTUKIIEM, KaK B JaHHOM CJIy4ae, UMEET 3HaUeHUEe COOMPATETHLHOTO CYIIECTBUTEIHHOTO (the rich —
boeauu, bocamuwie).
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Demetrios [dr 'mr: tr1 os] Roman Empire ['roumon ‘emparo’]
Thessaloniki [ 0e sa lo 'nr:ki] Maximian [mok'sr:mron]
Macedonia [meest 'dounio]

CioBaps K TekcTy

great-martyr, n. [ 'greit 'ma:to] BeIMKOMYYEHHK
myrrh-streamer, n. ['ma:" ‘strimof] MupoTouer|
regard, v. [r1'ga:d] mounTars, yBaxarb

instead, adv. [n'sted] BmMecTo, BMECTO TOTO (UTOOBI)
possessions, n. [po'zefons] UMyIIECTBO

blessing, . [ 'blesin] 6marocinoBenue

against all odds Hamepekop BceM 00CTOSITETLCTBAM
enraged, adj. [ 'rerd3d] mpumemmmii B spocTh
spear, n. [sp1of] Kombé

fragrant, adj. [ freigront] GnaroyxaHHbBIN, OJJATOBOHHBIN
myrrh, n. [ma:"] Mupo
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['eorpaduyeckoe nonoxenue ropojaa CoayHb
Ha bankanckom nosryoctpoBe

Exercises
A. OTBeThTE Ha BOIPOCHI IO TEKCTY. B 0TBeTax mocrapaTech MCMOJIb30BaTh HOBBIE CJIOBA U3
YpOKa, TJIe 3TO BO3MOKHO.
1. How was Demetrios raised?
What did Saint Demetrios do before he was sent to prison?
Why did Nestor come to see Saint Demetrios in prison?
What was Maximian’s reaction to Nestor’s victory?

How was Saint Demetrios killed?

A

What took place at the tomb of Saint Demetrios in the seventh century?
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B. Ckaxure mo-aHriInNiCKH.

1.

A A G T

OJIUH U3 JIIOOMMBIX CBSITBIX
MHUPOTOYUBBIN

MYYEHUK

BEITMKOMYYCHHK

CBATON MYYECHUK
IIPOIIOBEIOBAThH
0J1aroCJI0BUTH

IIPUHATH XPUCTUAHCTBO

3amuTHUK OTeuecTBa

10. mupo

11. 6maroBoHHOE MUPO

C. IlpouwuraiiTe u nepeBenuTe CIEAYIONINE CIOBOCOYETAHUS.

1.

A A A O

greatly loved and respected

regard as a saint

soon after his death

raise children in the Christian faith
ask for a blessing

parents’ blessing

preach the Gospel
myrrh-streaming icon

help of the holy protector

D. Word-Building

C nmomompio cyddurca —ly oT 0OCHOB mputaraTeabHbIX 00pazyroTcs Hapeuus: slow — slowly,
wonderful — wonderfully.

—ment 100aBIIETCS K TJIarojiaM U 00pa3yeT OT HUX CYIIECTBUTENbHBIC: Seftle (nocensmuvcs) —
settlement (nocenenue), govern (npagums, pyKogooumsy) — government (npasumenbcmeo)

Cyddukc —ness oT mpuiiaraTebHbIX 00pa3yeT CYIIECTBUTEIbHbIC CO 3HAYCHUEM «Ka4eCTBO,
cocTostHUe»: great — greatness, kind — kindness.

1. Ot maHHBIX CJIOB 00pa3ylTe HOBBIC U MIEPEBEINTE HX.

-ly —ment —ness
open agree dark

quick command good
glad pay sweet
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-ly —ment —ness
nice develop rich
free state (3asIBIISTH) near
brave punish (Haka3biBaTh) soft

2. TMoguepkuauTte cyHPUKCH U IEPEBEAUTE CIIOBA.

faithfully readiness mercifully
agreeable sweeten movement
joyfully thoughtlessly management
helplessly thoughtfully punishable

E. TlocraBbTe HemocTaromue OyKBbl B HY>KHOM HOPSIZIKE, YTOOBI MOTYYHIIOCH CIIOBO.
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F. Grammar Practice

[TpounTaiite u nepesenute. Haiinure npeninoxenus, B KOTOpbIX opma fo be ucnonb3yercs s
00pa3oBaHMs TACCUBHOTO 3aJI0Ta, MMOAYEPKHUTE X OJHOU YepToi. [IpenmoskeHusi, B KOTOPBIX
to be ucnionb3yercs uist 00pa30BaHUs MIPOJOJIKEHHOTO BPEMEHH, TOTYEPKHUTE JBYMSI YEPTaMHU.

1.  Samson ['semson] was a judge of Israel and a man of amazing strength.

There are many beautiful churches in Russia, old and new.

King Saul [so:1] was angry because people loved David ['dervid] more than him.
David was playing his harp when Saul threw a spear at him.

Wise people will be always faithful to the Lord and keep His commandments.

A

From early childhood, St. Demetrios was raised in the Christian tradition.
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7. They are celebrating the opening of their new school.

8.  Joseph ['d3ouzif] was the eleventh son of Jacob ['dzeikob].

9.  Joseph was sold by his brothers for twenty pieces of silver.

10. All the people in the church were kneeling before the wonderworking icon.
11. Matrona was nine years old when she witnessed a miracle.
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The Lord will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and coming in

from this time forth and evermore.
Psalm 120:7-8
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Homework

A. IIpouwnraiite TexcT. [IpennoskeHus, BblIEIEHHbIE KyPCUBOM, LUTUPYIOTCA 13 KHUrK nmpopoka
HNanunna (6:12-28). HaliguTte ux B pycckom Tekcre Berxoro 3aBera.

Daniel ['de niel] Belshazzar [bel ' [&zo] Darius [do 'raras]

Prophet Daniel

Daniel lived during the time when the Israelites were not
free. Ata young age, he was taken to Babylon as a captive
(mnennuk). He was very good-looking and bright. The King of
Babylon sent him and other young men of Israel to study in the
palace.

Daniel and three of his friends continued the traditions of
their fathers. They did not pollute (ockBepHuTh) themselves with
unclean meat and wine. They refused to worship idols. For
their unshakeable faith, the Lord always kept them safe.

Daniel had the gift of understanding visions and dreams.

Once, he explained to King Belshazzar some writing on the wall,

made by the hand of God. None of the royal advisers could
understand it. Daniel told the king that Babylon would be attacked and captured by its enemies.
Everything happened as Daniel explained. King Belshazzar was killed, and his kingdom taken by
his enemies.

The servants of the new king, Darius, envied Daniel and looked for an opportunity to kill him.
They asked the king to make a law that would not allow people to ask God for anything for thirty
days. The servants knew that Daniel would continue to pray to his God asking for His blessing.

Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king
said to Daniel, “May your God, Whom you serve continually, deliver you!” (Daniel 6:16) King
Darius liked Daniel and hoped he would not be harmed.

The hungry lions did not harm Daniel because the Lord sent an angel to protect him. Then the
king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no kind of hurt was found upon him, because he had trusted in his God.
(6:23)
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B. PasGepure mo coctaBy cioBo unshakeable n mepeBeaute ero.

C. CoemgununTe CI0Ba U3 JIEBOr0 CTOJIONKA C NX CHHOHUMAaMH.

clever assist
protect beautiful
trust bright
opportunity hurt
good-looking believe
harm chance
deliver defend
help save

D. BeiOepute oaHY U3 TEM U MOATOTOBbTE KPATKUI paccKa3, OCHOBBIBASCH HA MPOYUTAHHOM
TEKCTE.

1.  Young Daniel and his friends.
2. Daniel, a wise prophet.

3.  Daniel in the lions’ den.

E. Beryunte Hau3ycTh IUTATY U3 YpOKa.
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